AGE STRUCTURE SAMPLE COLLECTION
SCALES

Figure 12. Location from which to collect scales from various fish.
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General considerations for age structure sample collection:

Otoliths:  Exercise care when cutting the fish to remove the otoliths so as not to shatter them. Shattered otoliths are
of little value.

Scales: Do your best to remove mucus, debris and epidermis from the fish before collecting scales. Only scales
collected from the proper locations can be used for aging.

Figure 13. Age structure envelope.
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